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Truth about 

Canadian history 

must be told 

Planting Dreams J41W Launch of Project of 

Heart Book at 

Summer Conference 

 

 

 

 

 

BC Teachers’ Federation:  Educating for truth and reconciliation 

Please visit Project of Heart – Illuminating the hidden history of Indian Residential Schools in BC 

at bctf.ca/HiddenHistory  
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Project of Heart BC and J4IW 
 

One recently developed social justice initiative included in 

Project of Heart has been taken up in support of over-policed 

and under-protected Aboriginal women. Teaching about Indian 

Residential Schools continues to be an essential component to 

the teaching of our true shared and once hidden history. Tiles are 

designed by students in all grades and are then being used to 

create stunning jewelry to support J4IW. If you’d like more 

information about this or other Project of Heart activities please 

visit projectofheart.ca/bc/ 

 

Tiles are still available for your classrooms and may be ordered 

through Miranda Light at mlight@bctf.ca 

 
   (Justice for Indigenous Women) 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

http://projectofheart.ca/bc/
mailto:mlight@bctf.ca
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New BCTF workshops reveal hidden truths 
 

Workshops update 
Three new workshops are available for locals: 

 

 Exploring Historical Relationships - The BC Blanket Exercise 

 

    

 

 Deconstructing Myths – Fostering Reconciliation through Understanding 

 

     

 

 

 Infusing Authentic Aboriginal Content  
 

 

While teachers express interest in incorporating 

more Aboriginal content in their classrooms, 

they are sometimes unsure of where to start and 

how to find authentic materials. This workshop 

is designed to create awareness around 

integrating Aboriginal perspectives and quality 

Aboriginal resources in the classroom through 

hands on activities. 

This experiential workshop will help participants 

understand how colonization of the land we now know as 

British Columbia and Canada has impacted the people 

who lived here long before settlers arrived. Through this 

exercise participants will explore the nation-to-nation 

relationship between Indigenous and non-Indigenous 

peoples in Canada, how this relationship has been 

damaged over the years, and how we can work toward 

reconciliation. 

In this workshop participants are submerged into the 

depths of the mistruths that have made up the belief 

systems of mainstream Canada for far too long.  

Participants will be challenged to dig deeper through 

research which must include historical documentation 

and oral testimony as opposed to acceptance of archaic 

misinformation and hidden fabricated narratives.  In a 

commitment to the continuation of the work that 

teachers started with the Truth and Reconciliation 

Commission of Canada, BCTF invites all teachers to join 

in the effort to seek truth through the deconstruction of 

myths in curriculum. 
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Honouring Memories, Planting Dreams 
As a legacy to the work of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission (TRC) of Canada, former 

students of Indian Residential Schools and their families, the TRC, the First Nations Child and 

Family Caring Society, KAIROS and Project of Heart invited children and youth across the country 

to create a Heart Garden.  Heart gardens were established in several school districts and many of the 

hearts were also sent to the TRC closing ceremony at Rideau Hall in Ottawa in June.   

 

 

 

 
 

Planting Dreams by Byrne Creek Secondary School 
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AEAC Members 2014-2015 
 

 
Thank you to the advisory team for their commitment and dedication to Aboriginal education. 

Sheena Seymour has completed six years on the advisory committee and will now facilitate BCTF 

workshops. We look forward to our continued work with her. We would also like to acknowledge 

and welcome Rick Joe as a new committee member to our advisory team.   

Back: L to R ~ Sheena Seymour, Tina Giguere, Shawnaditta Cross,  

Gail Stromquist, Denise Hendry, Colleen Devlin, Maureen LaGroix 

Front: L to R ~Debbie Carter, Gail Chaddock-Costello, Dani Pigeau, 

Bertha Lansdowne 



AUGUST 2015  Local Contacts for Aboriginal Education 

 

6 

 

Opening the Circle:   
Truth and Reconciliation continues in Maple Ridge 
 

 For the full article please see the link below. 
http://issuu.com/teachernewsmag/docs/may_june_teacher/15?e=6001376/12799507  
 

BCTF AGM Keynote Address 
Grand Chief Stewart Phillip 

 
 

For the full article please see link below. 

http://issuu.com/teachernewsmag/docs/may_june_teacher/19?e=6001376/12799507  

THESE WERE THE GOALS of our inaugural Aboriginal 

Conference: Opening the Circle: Truth and Reconciliation 

Continues, which drew 280 Grade 6-12 students and 20 teachers, 

staff, and visitors to Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows School District in 

April. 

 

Unique not only because it was our first conference on this topic, it 

blended student-learning opportunities with professional development 

for teachers. The Maple Ridge Teachers’ Association, its social justice 

and professional development committees, the BCTF, the SD42 

Aboriginal Education Department, and the local community all worked 

together to contribute to the day’s success. 

 

Our first conference, in my mind, touched all hearts and increased our 

knowledge of Aboriginal history and culture. We collaborated and built 

relationships between our organizations. While the Truth and 

Reconciliation Commission’s work will end in a few months, we all 

agreed we need to continue to work with both our students and society. 

Holding each other up 
 

Considering the legacy of residential schools 

and his own personal history, Phillip’s resolve 

to overcome adversity and oppression is 

remarkable. He described how he was 

apprehended when he was a young boy and 

torn away from his family. Three of his 

siblings were sent to residential school while 

the other three, like him, were apprehended. 

He was sent to live in Quesnel and only 

returned to his home community in Penticton 

when he was in his mid-20’s. 

http://issuu.com/teachernewsmag/docs/may_june_teacher/15?e=6001376/12799507
http://issuu.com/teachernewsmag/docs/may_june_teacher/19?e=6001376/12799507
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AEA PSA Conference 
 
Save the date for the upcoming AEA PSA Conference held on October 23, 2015 
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Principles of Learning 
 
 
 

 

 


